
Geography 

Vocabulary Progression Map Summer 2023 

At Hopton CEVC Primary School we live out the words of Jesus in Matthew 19 vs 26 'With God all things are possible'. We raise aspirations and 

encourage perseverance to reach goals in life and learning 

 

Below are the vocabulary lists for Geography. These give an indication of the words that we want children to become familiar with during each key stage. They are not intended as a test list but show the kind of 
language staff will use and explain in lessons to broaden pupils' Geography vocabulary and understanding. 

 Location Knowledge and Place Knowledge   Human Geography Physical Geography Geography Skills and Fieldwork 

EY
FS

 

Environment, place, home, world, town, our 
local area, Hopton, Fen, Suffolk, earth, 
journey  

Road, school, house, shop, hospital, 
church, library 

Weather - rain, sunshine, cloudy, storm, snow, 
windy, hot, cold 
Natural world 

Seasons – Summer, Spring, Autumn, Winter 
 sea, beach, cliff, map, atlas, globe, 

photographs, observe, forwards, backwards 
up down left right 

compare, similar, different 

K
S1

 

England, Wales, Scotland, Northern Ireland, 
English Channel North Sea, Irish Sea, 
Atlantic ocean, Europe, North America South 
America, Asia, Australasia, Africa, 
Antarctica, Pacific Ocean, Indian Ocean, 
Southern Ocean, Arctic Ocean, capital city, 
country, continent, Hopton, Market Weston, 
Thelnetham, Blo Norton, Bury St Edmunds, 
Suffolk, London, Cardiff, Belfast, Edinburgh. 

City, town, village, factory, farm, 
house, office, port, harbour, shop 

Beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, 
ocean, river, soil, valley, season, weather, 
vegetation, wind, rain, snow, hail, sleet, fog, 
sun, hot, warm, cold, Spring, Summer, 
Autumn, Winter, temperature, equator, North 
and South poles. 

Map, sketch map, plan, bird’s eye view, 
position, location, direction, route, path, 
direction, navigate, symbol, key, coordinates, 
compass, north, south, east, west, forwards, 
backwards, left, right, near, far, pattern, 
characteristics 

LK
S2

 

latitude, longitude Equator, Northern 
hemisphere Southern hemisphere Tropic of 
Cancer, Tropic of Capricorn Arctic Circle, 
Antarctic Circle Greenwich mean time, time 
zone, county 
 

Region, settlement, community, 
population, government, land use, 
resources, trade, urban, rural, farming, 
agriculture, facilities, architecture, 
recreation, transport, culture, 
language, religion 

Ocean, coast, river, island, mountain, ridge, 
summit, tectonic, peak, crevasse, carabineer, 
belay, hill, valley, plateau, plain, desert, 
climate, water cycle, evaporation, 
transpiration, condensation, precipitation, run-
off, river, tidal river, estuary, stream, lake, 
tributary, current, bank, delta, mouth, source, 
fresh water, earthquake, volcano, lava, magma 
chamber, fault, core, extinct, conduit, Richter 
scale 

Atlas, map, aerial photograph, bird’s eye 
view, scale, key, symbols, sketch, location, 
compass, direction, bearing, north, south, 
east, west, northeast (NE), southeast (SE), 
southwest (SW), northwest (NW), 
thermometers, temperature, degrees, rain 
gauge, rain fall, centimetres (cm), millimetres 
(mm) lowest, highest, average 

U
K

S2
 

The British Isles, The United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, The 
Galapagos islands, locate, Mexico,  

Import, export, migration, refugee, 
renewable, tourism, industry, 
producer, retailer, country of origin, 
fair trade, sustainable, de-forestation, 
trade, brownfield, greenfield, primary 
sector, quaternary sector, secondary 
sector, tertiary sector, GDP 

Agriculture, avalanche, glacier, lake, mountain 
range, river, geothermal energy, tidal energy, 
wave energy, wind power, mineral, erosion, 
biome, tundra, perma forest, savannah, fauna, 
arid, adaptation, evolution, natural features, 

Latitude, longitude, 6 figure grid references, 
Primary source, secondary source, global 
positioning system, Ordnance Survey, 
topographic map. 
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